
GENESIS 
(means beginning): 

At ýrst, God (also called 
Yahweh or Jehovah) 
said, ñLet there be lightò 
(Genesis1:3). Then... 
the heavens and earth 
-- all taking six days. God 
rested on the seventh day 
and declared it holy, giving 

Tower of Babel (Gen 11)
A temple-tower was to 
be built, rising high to the 
skies, to demonstrate 
mankindôs power. God 
gave people different 
languages to prevent this 
being built.

Abram/Abraham
God promised Abram 

more, Noah left the boat 
to restore the people and 
animals of the earth. Noah 
had three sons (Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth): from 
these three sons of Noah 
came all the nations of the 
earth. God promised to 
never send another þood 
to destroy the earth.

boat according to Godôs 
instruction (450 ft. long, 
75 ft. wide, 45 ft. high 
- Genesis 6:15). Noah, at 
600 years old, boarded 
the boat with his family, 
and it rained for forty days 
and forty nights. After 150 
days, the boat rested upon 
the mountains of Ararat. 
After almost six months 

and humans had become 
wicked, so God told Noah 
that He was going to 
destroy all living creatures 
that breathed air but that 
Noah (the only righteous 
person of the time) would 
be saved, along with his 
family and a pair of each 
kind of bird and animal 
and reptile. Noah built a 

Line of Adam and Eve: 
Cain was their ýrst child, 
followed by Abel. Cain 
was jealous of Abel and 
eventually killed him. 
Adam died at 930 years 
old. The oldest man was 
Methuselah, living to 969.

Noah: 
A large population grew up 

the Tree of the Knowledge  
of Good and Evil, or they 
would die. The serpent 
convinced Eve to eat the 
fruit. This act condemned 
mankind to die and 
womankind to have painful 
childbirth, because Godôs 
instructions were not 
followed.

rise to the observance of 
a day of rest. God created 
the ýrst man (Adam) from 
earth and then the ýrst 
woman (Eve) from one of 
the ribs of the man.

First Sin (Gen 2,3)
God provided the Garden 
of Eden, telling Adam and 
Eve not to eat fruit from 

(75 years old at the time 
-- possibly around 1900 
B.C.) that He would cause 
him to be ñthe father of 
many nations.ò When 
Abram was 99 years old, 
God changed his name to 
Abraham (meaning Father 
of Nations) and changed 
his wifeôs name from 
Sarai to Sarah (meaning 

his blessing to Jacob 
instead of Esau (Gen 27). 
Jacob wore goat-skin so 
that his near-blind father 
would ñfeelò him to be like 
hairy Esau.

Jacob left his father to go 
ýnd a mate to avoid mar-
rying one of the daughters 
of the Canaanites. He 

and Esau. Esau was a 
very hairy person who 
liked the outdoors and 
hunting. Jacob was not 
hairy and liked to cook, 
not hunt. Isaac favored 
Esau; Rebekah favored 
Jacob. Jacob traded food 
to Esau for his ñbirthright,ò 
and Jacob and Rebekah 
tricked Isaac into giving 

sacriýced a ram instead.

Abraham and Sarah were 
both buried near Hebron 
in the land of Canaan: 
this burial place became 
a prime one for the oldest 
persons of Biblical history.

Isaac 
Isaac married Rebekah 
and had twin sons, Jacob 

Oathò) was one of many 
that he established.

Abrham Tested (Gen 22) 
Abraham was asked by 
God to sacriýce his son, 
Isaac, and Abraham was 
willing to carry out Godôs 
wishes. At the last second 
God stopped him from 
killing Isaac, and Abraham 

nephew) and his family to 
leave. Lotôs wife looked 
back at the cities, against 
Godôs instructions, and 
was turned into a ñpillar of 
saltò (Gen 19:26).

Abraham lived and 
prospered in the Philistine 
country. A well, named 
Beersheba (ñWell of the 

told Abraham that he (at 
100 years old) would have 
a son with his wife, Sarah 
(90 years old), and she 
gave birth to Isaac
(meaning ñhe laughsò). 

Sodom and Gomorrah
Two wicked cities which 
God destroyed after 
allowing Lot Lot (Abramôs 

Princess). God told 
Abraham that He would 
give all the land of Canaan 
to Abraham and his 
children, forever. As part of 
the contract with God, Ab-
raham was to circumcise 
every male (cutting off the 
foreskin of the penis) [Gen 
17: 10-12] on the eighth 
day after birth. God then 

this and, in disgust, de-
stroyed the stone tablets 
of the Ten Command-
ments that God had given 
to him. He then went back 
to Mt. Sinai for another 
40 days and 40 nights 
and made a contract (or 
Covenant) with God to not 
destroy the people if they 
would obey the Ten Com-

ing designed for them to 
be given by Aaron and his 
sons (given in Numbers 
6:24-26): ñMay the Lord 
bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face 
shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord 
turn His face toward you 
and give you peace.ò 
The people continued to 

twenty years old was 
taken two years after they 
had left Egypt, with the 
total being 603,550, ex-
cluding the Levitesô 22,273 
who were designated to 
take care of the Taber-
nacle. Only Aaron and his 
sons were designated for 
priesthood. The people of 
Israel had a special bless-

often referred to as the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Leviticus 
outlines the things that the 
Lord gave to Moses on 
Mount Sinai. 

NUMBERS
The ýrst census of all of 
the Hebrew men over 

(Lev 23). The ñYear of 
Jubileeò was explained as 
every ýftieth year (Lev 25:
10), where all debts were 
forgiven and all land 
passed back to the original 
owners or their heirs. God 
constantly promises to 
remember the promises 
to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob (Lev 26:42) and is 

other water creatures. 
Some birds (eagles, kites, 
ravens, hawks, owls, gulls, 
vultures, storks, bats) 
were also forbidden to eat, 
along with four-legged 
þying insects. The laws 
that God wished for the 
Hebrews were told to Mo-
ses. Holy feasts (festivals) 
were given for observing 

Moses and Aaron to tell 
the people what food they 
could eat - any animal 
with a split hoof (or cloven 
hoof) which chews the cud 
(Lev 11:2-3). This meant 
that camels, rabbits, and 
pigs were not to be eaten. 
Also, it was all right to eat 
any that have ñýns and 
scalesò (Lev 11:9) but no 

mandments. God created 
new tablets. 

LEVITICUS
God gave Moses speciýc 
instruction for sacriýcing 
ox, sheep, goat, birds, 
and grain to God. Rules 
for ñburntò offerings were 
given. God instructed 

complain about eating 
manna and their situation 
in the desert. Moses 
sent 12 spies, one from 
each tribe, into the land 
of Canaan, where they 
stayed for forty days. They 
reported that the Promised 
Land was magniýcent 
but with powerful people 
there, including giants. 

setting up of the ñCities of 
Refugeò (Num 35:6) where 
one can be safe if he killed 
someone by accident.

DEUTERONOMY
Mosesô address (speech) 
to the Hebrews reviewed 
all the time of the forty 
years since they left Egypt. 

that he could look from 
the Abarim mountains and 
see the Promised Land 
but could not go there and 
was to die in those moun-
tains, with Joshua being 
his replacement as leader. 
Aaron died on Mount 
Hor (Numbers 33: 38-39) 
at the age of 123. God 
explained to Moses the 

Finally, a new census 
was ordered for men of 
twenty or older, with the 
number being 601,730, 
not including the Levites 
with their number of 
23,000; however, none of 
the men over twenty were 
in the ýrst census except 
Joshua and Caleb. God 
told Moses (Num 27:12) 

ñstruck the rock twiceò 
with the staff, and water 
gushed out. Because 
Mosesô disobeyed God at 
that place, called Meribah 
(meaning ñquarrelingò 
or ñRebel Watersò), God 
said that Moses would not 
bring the people into the 
Promised Land.

point in their wanderings, 
the people were rebelling 
against Moses and Aaron 
(as they had done many 
times) and had no water. 
God told Moses (Num 20:
8) to use Aaronôs staff and 
to summon the people and 
talk to a rock and tell it to 
pour out water. Instead, 
Moses (Num 20:11) 

stated (Num 14:29) that 
no-one over twenty at the 
time of the census would 
ever enter the Promised 
Land, other than Joshua 
and Caleb. God also 
stated (Num 14:34) that 
the Hebrews must wander 
in the desert for forty 
years because of their 
rejection of Him. At one 

Two of the ñspiesò (one 
originally named Hoshea 
[meaning ñsalvationò] 
and later named Joshua 
[meaning ñJehovah is sal-
vationò]; one named Caleb 
) said that the land could 
be taken by the Hebrews, 
for God was with them. 
The others did not agree. 
God was not pleased and 

The Ten Command-
ments are repeated 
once again (Deut 5:7-21). 

The setting aside of the 
tribe of Levi to work for the 
Lord and not receive land 
portions in the Promised 
Land was described (Deut 
10:8-9). Once again, what 
to eat and not to eat are 

go to Mount Nebo (the 
Abirim mountains) in the 
land of Moab across from 
Jericho and view Canaan 
(the Promised Land), after 
which he should die. The 
Lord buried him in a valley 
near Beth Peor in Moab in 
an unknown place.

a false witness against 
someone was given as: 
ñ...life for life, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot.ò (Deut 
19:21). It was pointed 
out that cross-dressing 
was wrong for either sex 
(Deuteronomy 22: 5). 
Moses, at 120 years old, 
was instructed by God to 

set out (Deut 14: 3-21). 
The rule that every seven 
years people must cancel 
debts (Deut 15:1) was 
mentioned - called the 
Year of Release. 
Mosesô instructions to set 
up three Cities of Refuge 
(Deut 19:2-3) is as in the 
Numbersô account. The 
rule for anyone who is 

met Rachel and worked 
for her father Laban for 
seven years to marry 
her. He was tricked into 
marrying her sister, Leah, 
ýrst, and had to work an 
additional seven years to 
marry Rachel. Finally, he 
left Laban, and went back 
to where his brother Esau 
lived, Edom. Jacob was 

Hebrews). One of the sons 
of Jacob was named Levi. 
Out of the family of Levi, at 
a time when the Pharoah 
had tried to kill all Israeli 
babies, the baby Moses 
was born. He was raised 
by Pharaohôs daughter. 
When Moses was grown, 
he killed an Egyptian who 
was beating a Hebrew 

EXODUS (meaning ñexitò 
or ñgoing away fromò) 

Over 400 years the 70 
members of Jacobôs 
family who moved to 
Egypt eventually grew to 
a large nation, ýlling the 
land of Goshen. So the 
Egyptians made slaves of 
the Israelites (also called 

needed to buy food in 
the 7 years of famine. He 
tricked them at ýrst, but 
later let them all come to 
Egypt and live in the land 
of Goshen in Egypt. 

of two fellow prisoners and 
eventually the Pharoah. 
Reading the Pharaohôs 
dream, he predicted 7 
years of harvest followed 
by 7 years of famine. The 
Pharaoh made Joseph 
leader of the project to 
prepare for these 14 
years. Joseph later met 
his brothers when they 

very jealous of him. They 
threw him into an empty 
well, then sold Joseph to 
Egyptian slave-traders. 
Josephôs brothers dipped 
his robe with goatôs blood, 
convincing his father that 
he had died. In Egypt, af-
ter years in prison, Joseph 
became a great leader af-
ter explaining the dreams 

and Benjamin. Jacob had 
twelve sons in all, leading 
to the twelve ñtribesò of 
Israel.

COAT OF MANY 
COLOURS 

Joseph, 17, was given a 
ñrichly ornamented robeò 
(Gen 37:3) by his father, 
Jacob. His brothers were 

given a friendly reception 
by his brother Esau. 
Jacob moved to Bethel, 
where God told him his 
name would be changed 
from Jacob (meaning ñhe 
grasps the heelò) to Israel 
(meaning ñhe struggles 
with Godò) [Gen 35:10]. 
Rachel, Jacobôs wife, 
had two sons - Joseph 

slave and þed from Egypt. 
Moses went to the land 
of Midian, where he met 
Reuel (also called Jethro) 
and married his daughter 
Zipporah.

BURNING BUSH 
(Exo 3:2): An Angel of 
the Lord appeared to 
Moses as ñþames of ýre 

Joseph with him out of 
Egypt. Pharoah went after 
them  but God opened 
the sea for the Hebrews 
and they walked through 
on dry ground; when the 
Egyptians tried to follow 
the sea þowed back, 
washing away Pharoahôs 
army. The time of the 
Exodus from Egypt was 

ñDestroyerò would pass 
over their home (Exo 12:
23) - hence the celebration 
thereafter of the Passover 
(celebrated forevermore, 
always around late March 
or ýrst of April by our 
calendar). Pharoah let 
the Hebrews go, after 
their 430 years in Egypt. 
Moses took the bones of 

He would send the ñDe-
stroyerò to kill the ýrstborn 
(eldest) sons of all in 
Egypt (including animals), 
except for the eldest sons 
of the people of Israel. The 
Hebrews were instructed 
to kill a lamb and coat the 
sides and tops of their 
doorframes with the blood 
of the lamb, so that the 

that the Hebrews be 
allowed to worship God for 
three days in the wilder-
ness. Pharoah did not 
allow this, so Moses and 
Aaron had to demonstrate 
the power of God with mir-
acles and ýnally plagues, 
such as frogs, þies, hail, 
and locusts. Finally, (Exo 
11) God told Moses that 

was indeed sent by God to 
them. Moses begged God 
further, so God allowed 
Mosesô brother Aaron to 
be the spokesman to the 
people with Moses being 
the messenger from God. 

Moses (80 years old) and 
Aaron (83 years old) went 
to Pharoah and requested 

Lord told Moses to put his 
hand into his cloak (robe); 
it became ñleprous, like 
snowò and then returned 
to normal when he put it 
into the cloak again. The 
Lord then told him that wa-
ter would also be turned 
into blood. These things 
would allow the people in 
Egypt to know that Moses 

from within a bushò. Then 
God told him  he was 
to be the person to free 
the Hebrews from Egypt. 
Moses begged to not be 
the person chosen as this 
spokesman. The Lord 
insisted and told him to 
throw his staff (shepherdôs 
rod) onto the ground - and 
it became a snake. The 

around 1250 B.C. 

Two months after leaving 
Egypt, the Hebrews 
arrived between Elim and 
Mt. Sinai. The people 
complained about their 
condition (ówere there not 
graves enough in Egypt?ô), 
so God provided them 
with ñmannaò ([Exo 16:31] 

ferings were described to 
Moses by God. Moses ýrst 
went to Mt. Sinai to get 
the Ten Commandments 
and was there for 40 
days and 40 nights. Since 
Moses was gone so long, 
his brother, Aaron, at the 
request of the people built 
a golden calf that they all 
worshipped. Moses saw 

overlayed with gold (inside 
and out) containing inside 
the stone tablets engraved 
with the Ten Command-
ments). The Ark would 
be a place in the Holy of 
Holies for God to reside. 
Aaron and his sons were 
designated as the priests 
for God. The requirements 
for altars, incense, and of-

God told Moses the laws 
that were to be applied to 
the people. There were 
twelve tribes of Israel, and 
altars were arranged to 
signify this. God instructed 
Moses on how to build a 
Tabernacle and an Ark 
(Exo 25:10 of acacia 
wood, 3 3/4 ft. long, 2 
1/4 ft. wide, 2 1/4 ft. high 

(7) You shall not commit 
adultery.

(8) You shall not steal.

(9) You shall not give false 
testimony (not lie)...

(10) You shall not covet 
your neighbourôs house.... 
or anything that belongs to 
your neighbour.

(4) Remember the Sab-
bath day by keeping it 
holy... the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the Lord your 
God. On it you shall not do 
any work...

(5) Honor your father and 
your mother...

(6) You shall not murder.

TEN COMMANDMENTS  
(Exodus 20)

(1) You shall have no other 
gods before Me.

(2) You shall not make for 
yourself an idol...

(3) You shall not misuse 
the name of the Lord your 
God...

meaning ñwhat is it?ò) - a 
bread-food that was white 
and tasted like wafers 
made with honey which 
appeared on the ground 
every morning. At his 
father-in-lawôs suggestion, 
Moses appointed ñjudgesò 
to administer justice to the 
people. 
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