
JOSHUA Joshua 
took over after Moses 
died. He sent spies to 
Jericho where Rahab 
told them her people had 
heard about the crossing 
of the Red Sea and were 
afraid. She hid the spies 
from soldiers. Joshua told 
the priests carrying the Ark 
of the Covenant to enter 

became a judge over 
Israel for 20 years. 
Samson killed a thousand 
Philistines with a donkeyôs 
jawbone (Jdg 15:15). He 
fell in love with Delilah, 
who nagged him into 
revealing his secret of his 
strength - his uncut hair. 
She told the Philistines, 
who cut Samsonôs hair 

was acclaimed ñking of 
Israel,ò for a short time, 
until he was defeated. 
Heathen gods again were 
worshipped and again the 
Hebrews were punished 
by being beaten in battle. 

SAMSON (Jdg 13-16) 
Samson was given great 
strength from God, and 

by God - then directed 
back to God, then again 
straying. One female 
ñjudgeò was Deborah, a 
ñmother of Israel.ò Gideon 
was another judge who 
led Israel back to God, 
but, once again, when he 
died, they worshiped ñBaal 
and Baal-berith.ò One of 
Gideonôs sons, Abimelech, 

carried since the Exodus 
from Egypt were buried 
(Jos 24:32).

JUDGES Several 
ñjudgesò led the people of 
Israel, turning them from 
their worship of ñBaalò 
and ñAshtarothò idols. The 
people often strayed from 
God and were punished 

Only Rahab and her family 
survived.

The taking of the Prom-
ised Land by ýghting the 
occupants was described. 
The sun and moon 
were stopped for a day 
(Jos 10:13-14). Joshua 
died aged 110. Josephôs 
bones that had been 

walking ahead of the Ark. 
On the seventh day, they 
were to walk around the 
city for seven times with 
the priests blasting on 
ramôs-horn trumpets, ý-
nally giving one long, loud 
blast with all people shout-
ing. This caused the walls 
of Jericho to crumble, so 
that Jericho was defeated. 

the Jordan River and the 
waters piled up, allowing 
all the Hebrews to cross 
the Jordon River on dry 
land. (Jos 3:12-17).  

JERICHO (Jos 6): God 
instructed the Hebrew 
army to walk around the 
walled city once a day for 
six days with seven priests 

and then blinded him. 
His hair grew back, 
his strength returned, and 
he pulled down pillars 
supporting a temple - kill-
ing many Philistines and 
himself. 

A ñhorrible deedò of 
some men of the tribe of 
Benjamin against the wife 

nine feet tall. Goliath chal-
lenged for the battle of the 
Philistines and Hebrews 
to be a single combat of 
one Israelite against him. 
Knowing God was with the 
Israelites, David accepted 
the challenge and killed 
Goliath with a sling and a 
stone thrown to Goliathôs 
head. (1 Sam 17:48-51).  

DAVID AND GOLIATH 
(1 Sam 16, 17): A young 
shepherd, David, was 
brave, strong, and favored 
with the Lord. David 
played the harp for king 
Saul when Saul had the 
ñSpirit from the Lordò 
tormenting him. Goliath 
was a champion of the 
Philistines, a giant over 

(1 Sam 9:2), who 
was made king at 
Gilgal (1 Sam 11:15). Saul 
disobeyed God by 
personally making a burnt 
offering instead of letting 
Samuel do it, resulting 
in his kingship being 
handed over to David 
(1 Sam 13:9; 12-14).

be disgraced (1 Sam 5). 
Samuel became judge 
of Israel (1 Sam 7) when 
Israel defeated the 
Philistines  at Mizpah, at a 
place that Samuel named 
Ebenezer (meaning  ñthe 
Stone of Helpò). The peo-
ple insisted on having a 
king. Samuel ýnally picked 
Saul, the tallest man 

1 SAMUEL Eli was the 
main priest. Samuel was 
born to Hannah, a barren 
woman, after she prayed 
to God and Eli also asked 
God to help her. Samuel 
was dedicated, by his 
mother, to God. The Ark 
of God was taken by the 
Philistines, causing their  
idol Dagon to fall and 

ñ...for whither thou goest, 
I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy 
people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God...ò 

Ruth eventually married 
Boaz, had a son named 
Obed, who had Jesse, 
who had the famous King 
David.

of a Levite led to the other 
eleven tribes of Israel 
virtually eliminating the 
tribe of Benjamin - all but a 
small number (Jdg 19-21).

RUTH Ruth was the 
loving daughter-in-law of 
Naomi. Ruthôs caring for 
her mother-in-law was 
very deep (Ruth 1:16):

was the prophet. 
Isaiah caused the 
sunôs shadow to move 
backwards up the palace 
steps (2 Kings 20:11).

During the reign of 
Josiah as king of Judah, 
Hilkiah (the High Priest) 
discovered a scroll of 
laws in the temple. Josiah 

Kingdom) and their 
consulting Micaiah the 
prophet is described in de-
tail (2 Chron 18; see also 
1 Kings 22). King Jehoram 
of Judah, a ñwickedò king, 
died (2 Chron 21:18-19). 
King Uzziah of Judah 
got leprosy by entering 
the forbidden sanctuary. 
King Hezekiah of Judah 

transferred to this place. 
The Queen of Shebaôs 
visit and great impression 
with Solomon is described 
(2 Chron 9). 

The story of King 
Jehoshaphat of Judah 
(Southern Kingdom) and 
his alliance with King 
Ahab of Israel (Northern 

being given great wisdom 
from God. The temple 
construction on the top of 
Mount Moriah in Jerusa-
lem is described, with the 
size being 90 ft. long, 30 
ft. wide, and 180 ft. high, 
with much gold through-
out. The ñHoly of Holiesò 
was 30 ft. square, overlaid 
with gold. The Ark was 

Kingdom,ò and the others 
the ñNorthern Kingdom.ò 

David was given credit for 
getting the materials ready 
for the temple, although 
not for its construction. 

2 CHRONICLES This 
book continues with the 
history of the Hebrews 
with Solomon and his 

sons of Israel were the 12 
tribes of Israel:

Å Reuben Å Simeon
Å Levi Å Issachar
Å Zebulun Å Dan
Å Joseph Å Naphtali
Å Gad Å Asher
Å Judah Å Benjamin

The last two eventually 
became the ñSouthern 

the Southern Kingdom 
was independent for 135 
years longer than the 
Northern Kingdom.

1 CHRONICLES This 
book reviews the Hebrew 
history. From Abrahamôs 
son Isaac were two sons 
- Esau and Jacob, who 
was renamed ñIsrael.ò The 

restored the Lordôs Temple 
and destroyed the shrines 
to other ñgods,ò but 
Huldah the prophetess 
(2 Kings 22:14-20) told Jo-
siah that Judah would be 
destroyed because of its 
worshipping these ñgods.ò 
Finally, King Nebuchadn-
ezzar of Babylon took over 
Judah in 586 BC. Thus, 

restored the Temple 
of the Lord God and 
had burnt offerings and 
sin offerings for the nation: 
young bulls, rams, lambs, 
and goats were sacriýced 
for the sin offering 
(2 Chron 29:20-24). Much 
celebration occurred with 
this re-dedication of the 
Temple at Jerusalem. The 

Jews and asked the king 
to kill them all. Queen Es-
ther told the king Hamanôs 
plan and he was hung on 
the gallows heôd built for 
Mordecai. Mordecai was 
granted the right to save 
the Jews. The Jewish 
celebration ñFeast of 
Purimò is for the saving of 
the Jews by Esther.

ESTHER The story of a 
Jewish girl, Hadassah who 
was also called Esther, 
who became queen of 
Persia with King Xerxes 
(or Ahasuerus), who did 
not know she was a Jew. 
Her cousin, Mordecai, 
guided her and saved the 
kingôs life. Haman, the 
prime minister, disliked the 

people, to honor the Sab-
bath, to refrain from work-
ing the land & to cancel 
debts between Jews every 
seventh year (Neh 10:31), 
to give the oldest son to 
God (ie to the priests), 
and to bring a tithe of all 
produced to the Levites 
(Neh 10:37) for the use of 
the Temple and priests. 

NEHEMIAH Nehemiah, 
the Jewish cupbearer for 
King Artaxerxes of Persia, 
returned to Jerusalem and 
led the rebuilding of the 
city wall. He told of Ezra, 
the Priest, reading the law 
of God to the people of 
Jerusalem. Nehemiah also 
told of the Jews pledging 
not to marry non-Jewish 

Jehovah, the God of Israel 
and of Jerusalem. The 
temple was rebuilt with a 
height of 90 ft. and a width 
of 90 ft. Ezra, high priest, 
dedicated the temple but 
was not happy with the 
priests marrying heathen 
wives, or intermarriage 
- mixed marriages of Jews 
and non-Jews.

destroyed Jerusalem 
- around 586 BC.

EZRA After the takeover 
by Nebuchadnezzar, 
eventually King Cyrus of 
Persia came to power, 
and he decided to help the 
Jews to return to Jerusa-
lem (around 520 BC) and 
to rebuild the Temple of 

ýnding of the scroll of the 
laws of God by Hilkiah and 
King Josiahôs destroying 
the idols and altars to 
ñgodsò such as Baal is de-
scribed (2 Chron 34). The 
end of the independence 
of the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah occurred when 
King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon took over and 

David became well known 
and was honored in 
song (1 Sam 18:7) ñSaul 
has slain his thousands, 
and David his tens of 
thousands,ò which made 
king Saul very angry. 
David became a ñblood 
brotherò to Jonathan, 

7 wives before her). The 
Lord, through the prophet 
Nathan, told king David 
that the Lord forgave him, 
but that his wives would 
be given openly to another 
man and that his son by 
Bathsheba would die. 
Thus, the son of Bath-
sheba died. She soon had 
another son - Solomon 

got her pregnant. Then, 
king David instructed his 
army general Joab to 
place her husband, ñUriah 
the Hittite,ò in the ñfront 
line where the ýghting is 
ýercestò and to pull the 
men back to let him be 
killed. After Uriahôs death, 
king David married Bath-
sheba (he already had 

David that the Lord was 
pleased with David and 
would make his name 
famous and that one of his 
sons would build the Lord 
a temple.

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA 
(2 Sam 11) King David ad-
mired a beautiful married 
woman, Bathsheba, and 

captains killed for their 
deed. David was then 
crowned king of all Israel 
(2 Sam 5:3) at the age of 
37; he reigned for 30 more 
years. David led troops to 
Jerusalem, captured the 
fortress of Zion, and it be-
came known as the ñCity 
of Davidò (2 Sam 5:7). 
The prophet Nathan told 

was constant warring 
between these groups, 
until Ish-Boshethôs general 
Abner was killed. Then, 
two of Ish-Boshethôs 
captains killed him, hoping 
to gain favor with king 
David. Neither the deaths 
of Abner nor Ish-Bosheth 
pleased king David. 
He had Ish-Boshethôs 

wounded by the Philis-
tines. Saul killed himself 
(1 Sam 31:12).

2 SAMUEL David moved 
to Hebron and became 
king of the Judean 
groups (this lasted for 7.5 
years). King Saulôs son, 
Ish-Bosheth, became king 
of the rest of Israel. There 

Saulôs son, and  married 
Michal, Saulôs daughter. 
Saul decided to kill David 
and pursued him over 
the land. Twice, David 
spared Saul, when David 
could have easily killed 
him (1 Sam 24 & 26). 
Saul consulted a medium 
at Endor (1 Sam 28). 
On Mt Gilboa, Saul was 

(2 Sam 12:24), 
named also Jedidiah 
which means ñloved by 
the Lordò (or ñBeloved of 
Jehovahò). One of Davidôs 
sons, Absalom, became 
powerful and eventually 
challenged king David for 
the kingdom. King David 
had to leave Jerusalem 
and went to the Mount of 

ñgodsò (1 Kings 11:5-7) 
such as Ashtoreth (of the 
Sidonians), Milcom (of the 
Ammonites), Chemosh 
(of Moab), and Molech (of 
the Ammonites). Solomon 
ruled for 40 years before 
his death.

The Divided Kingdom: 
After Solomonôs death, 

proverbs and 1005 songs. 
Solomon built the ñTemple 
of the Lordò in Jerusalem 
(90 feet long, 30 feet wide, 
45 feet high) - decorated 
with cypress and cedar 
wood as well as gold, 
taking 7 years to build. 
Solomon had 700 wives 
and 300 concubines, 
who brought in their 

of a baby. Solomon said 
(1 Kings 3:25) to cut the 
living child into two halves 
and to give one half to 
each mother. When one 
woman said she would 
rather give up her claim 
than have the child killed, 
Solomon knew that she 
was the real mother. 
Solomon authored 3000 

died. Solomon became 
king. God gave Solomon 
a choice of anything he 
wanted: Solomon chose 
wisdom (1 Kings 3:9). 

WHOôS BABY? 
(1 Kings 3:16-27): King 
Soloman had to decide 
between two women as 
to which was the mother 

Godôs wishes, so David 
selected plague as his 
punishment, hoping that 
God would be merciful; 
and (2 Sam 24:16), when 
the death angel was ready 
to destroy Jerusalem, God 
stopped it.

1 KINGS After reigning 
for forty years, king David 

later placed these wives 
into ñvirtual widowhoodò 
until their deaths. Absalom 
and king David continued 
to ýght this civil war, 
until the army leader Joab 
killed Absalom. King David 
took a census and found 
800,000 men in Israel 
and 500,000 in Judah. 
The census was not 

Olives (2 Sam 15:30) to 
mourn. Absalom arrived 
at Jerusalem and fulýlled 
the prophesy of Nathan by 
insulting his father by go-
ing into a tent to be ñwith 
his fatherôs concubinesò 
(2 Sam 16:22) - actually 
ten of his young wives 
(thus king David had many 
wives now); king David 

around 922 BC, the 
Hebrews were divided 
into two groups: 

Å The Southern Kingdom 
(which included Jerusalem 
and  involved the 
two tribes of Judah & 
Benjamin) 

Å The Northern Kingdom 
(which included the other 

Succoth-benoth, Nergal, 
Ashima, Nibhaz, Tartak, 
Adrammelech, Anam-
melech, Molech, Asherah, 
Nisroch, Topheth, Ash-
toreth, Chemosh, Milcom, 
and Baal; these were 
being worshipped also by 
the Hebrews, angering the 
Lord. In the reign of King 
Hezekiah of Judah, Isaiah 

(Northern Kingdom, 
including Samaria) and the 
peopleôs exile to Assyria 
(2 Kings 17:6) around 
721 BC due to their not 
following the Lord. At that 
point, Judah (the Southern 
Kingdom, which included 
Jerusalem) was still 
independent. The ñgodsò 
from other areas included 

Jehu had king Ahabôs 
wife, Jezebel, killed and, 
as prophesied by Elijah, 
her body was scattered 
(2 Kings 9:30-36). After 
Elisha died, a manôs body 
was thrown into Elishaôs 
tomb and was revived 
(2 Kings 13:20-21).

The fall of ñIsraelò 

grain to feed 100 men 
(2 Kings 4:42-44). 
5 Healing Naaman, a 
leper, by having him wash 
7 times in the Jordan River 
(2 Kings 5:10;14)
6 Causing an axhead to 
þoat (2 Kings 6:5-7).

Elisha anointed Jehu 
as king of ñIsrael,ò and 

2 Multiplying a poor 
widowôs olive oil multiplied 
many times so that she 
could pay her debts and 
live (2 Kings 4:1-7). 
3 Enabling a barren 
woman to have a child 
(2 Kings 4:14-17) & bring-
ing the child back to life afer 
it died (2 Kings 4:32-35). 
4 Multiplying loaves and 

following a chariot of ýre 
(2 Kings 2:11), leaving 
Elisha as the main priest 
of ñIsraelò (Northern King-
dom) and with twice the 
prophetic power of Elijah. 
Elisha was credited with 
several miracles:

1 Also parting the Jordan 
River (2 Kings 2:13-14); 

ten  tribes of the Hebrews 
and was actually called  
ñIsraelò). The Southern 
Kingdom was under the 
ñfamily of David.ò

2 KINGS Elijah parted 
the Jordan River with his 
cloak (2 Kings 2:8) and 
then was carried by a 
whirlwind into heaven, 

Book 2 - Old Testament History
1. Very carefully cut out each rectangle 
    along the black lines.
2. Fold the rectangle into 8
3. Cut carefully along the middle black line.
4. Fold each rectangle into a mini ôbookõ, 
    with the numbered page at the front.

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 




