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Luke was a doctor and a
co-worker with Paul (Col
4:14). Luke interviewed
eye-witnesses and people
who had known Jesus,

John was one of the 12
disciples of Jesus and
therefore an eye-witness
(John 19:35); John em-
phasises the spiritual.
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Matthew

Matthew writes his gospel
account to give us the
view of Jesus as the King:

Jesus is introduced as the
tson of Davidi (Matt 1:1);
David had been Israelis
king 1,000 years before
Jesus was born.

Jesusi message is fiRe-
pent (change your mind),
for the kingdom of heaven
is at handd (Matt 4:17).

When Jesus teaches
concerning the law (Matt
5:17), He assumes the
position of God the King,
raising the standards of
the law and applying it not
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The Four Gospels 32

The word igospeli

means good news. There
are four gospel accounts
each with a slightly differ-
ent emphasis:

Matthew: Jesus the King
Mark: Jesus the Servant
Luke: Jesus the Man
John: Jesus the Son
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Jesus enters triumphantly
into Jerusalem: the people
hope He will straightaway
rid them from the Romans.
The religious leaders

plot to kill Jesus and try

to catch Him out in His
teaching (Luke 19:47-48).

Pilate twice says il ynd
not one fault in this mano
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(Luke 23:4,15), neither
could Herod (Luke 23:15).
Their concensus was

fiHe has done nothing
worthy of deatho (Luke 23:
15,22). As Jesus dies on
the cross, the centurion
gloriyes God fiCertainly,
this was a righteous mand
(Luke 23:47).

On the third day, the
women went to the tomb,
found the stone rolled
away, but the body of the
Lord Jesus was gone
(Luke 24:1-3). Then they
are quizzed: iWhy are
you seeking the living
One among the dead?
Remember his words...o
(Luke 24:4-8).
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a man of integrity 36
and intelligence. He
obtained facts regarding
the conception and birth of
Jesus that are not brought
to light in the other gospel
accounts.

These records not only
show Lukefs intense
interest as a physician;
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Just when it looks to the
crowd as though Jesus
will prove He is the Mes-
siah by overthrowing the
Roman government of
Israel, the King is arrested,
betrayed by a friend.

Even in His arrest, Jesus
reminds them He is King
il could pray to My Father,
and He will provide Me
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with more than twelve
legions of angelso (Matt
26:53). Instead, as the
meek and lowly King, He
is judged by earthly rulers
(yrst the Jewish Sanhedrin
and then the Roman
governor), mocked,
scourged and cruciyed as
the King of the Jews (Matt
27:26-37).

It appears to go quiet.
Though He is dead, the
earthly rulers are still not
sure about the King of

the Jews, because of the
possibility of resurrection,
so they seal (with wax) the
stone covering the tomb
entry and place guards
over it (Matt 27:62-66).
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merely to outward 33
conduct, but to the

inward heart (Matt 5:19).

Jesus is King over physi-
cal diseases and sickness,
psychological and spiritual
oppression and even the
wind and the waves of
Godis creation (eg Matt 4:
24; 8:1-17, 23-27).
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ple, John 3:14-18). In John
5:17, Jesus has healed a
sick man on the Sabbath
and then declares fiMy
Father is working until
now, and | am working.o
This provokes a furious
reaction: fiTherefore the
Jews sought all the more
to kill Him, because He not
only broke the Sabbath,
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but also said that God
was His Father, making
Himself equal with Godo
(John 5:18).

Likewise, in chapter 10:
30, Jesus says il and the
Father are oned. Again,
the reaction was to pick
up stones to stone Him,
but Jesus answers iMany

good works | have shown
you from My Father. For
which of these works do
you stone Me?0 The Jews
answered Him, saying
fiFor a good work we do
not stone You, but for blas-
phemy, because You, be-
ing a man, make Yourself
Godb (John 10:31-33).
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Several people saw 37
the risen Jesus:

two Marys, Joanna and
the other women, Peter,
Cleopas and his friend

on the road to Emmaus,
ynally all of them together.
Jesus appears as a man,
with hands, feet and
words, He eats ysh in front
of them and then opens
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the crowd were like sheep
without a shepherdd (Mark
6:34).

As the Son of God He
could discern the thoughts
of hearts, yet as Godis
Servant (representing God
faithfully as the Son of
Man) He was authorized
to both forgive sins and
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heal the sick, as seen in
Mark 2:1-12.

Gradually the eyes of the
disciples, especially Peter,
begin to open: this is the
promised Messiah, the
Christ (Mark 8:29). Jesus
shows them that He will
be despised and rejected
and fulyl the sufferings

predicted in Isaiah chapter
53, regarding His death for
our sins. Peter just canit
believe it. Then Jesus
shows them that to be His
disciples means to follow
Him in every way, not to
be ashamed of Him, but
to suffer with Him, so that
when He comes in His
kingdom, He will not be
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Well they might fear, 34
for nothing, not even

the power of death or the
gates of Hades can hold
the King. He rises on

the third day, just as He
said, and appears to the
disciples.

Finally, Jesus meets the
disciples at the appointed
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ACTS

This book, also written

by Luke the doctor, tells
what happened after
Jesusi cruciyxion -- Jesus
appeared to the apostles
(disciples) for forty days
after the cruciyxion. Then,
Jesus rose into the sky
into a cloud.
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Anew disciple, Matthias,
was chosen to replace
Judas Iscariot (who had
betrayed Jesus and then
killed himself), so that the
disciples/apostles were
again twelve.

The disciple, Simon Peter
(or, just Peter) healed a
crippled beggar. The Sad-

ducees (who disbelieved
in resurrection of the
dead) were upset over the
disciples Peter and John
telling of Jesusi rising from
the dead. The disciples
kept speaking of Jesus as
the Messiah and as the
fithe stone you builders re-
jected, which has become
the capstone, saying
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Jesus turns water into 38
wine, He feeds 5,000

from yve loaves and two
ysh, He heals the blind,
the sick and the paralyzed,
and He raises Lazarus
from the dead. When
Jesus heals the blind

man (John 9:3-4,14,30-33
Isaiah 42:1,7), He reveals
His sonship, saying to
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of us all. Jesus has fulylled
every last detail of Isaiah
chapter 53.

This is not the end,
though. His obedient
death is accepted by God
as our ransom: fiMy right-
eous Servant shall justify
many, for He shall bear
their iniquities. He (God
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the Father) shall see the
suffering of His (Jesust)
soul and be satisyedo
(Isaiah 53:11). Because
He is satisyed, God raises
Jesus from the dead: iHe
shall prolong His daysd
(Isaiah 53:10). The women
visit the tomb and ynd it
empty. It is announced to
them: fiHe is raised!

Luke

Lukeis gospel is a
compilation of interviews
with eye-witnesses and
close followers of Jesus
(Luke 1:1-4). He did not
meet Jesus in the pesh
and he himself was not
an eye-witness. Luke
was a doctor (Col 4:14),
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ashamed of them 35

(Mark 8:30-38).

As Jesus enters Jerusa-
lem there is a rapturous
welcome, but it is short-
lived. The Passover Feast
is about to begin, where
the obedient servant will
become the obedient
lamb, silent before His
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(as per the regulations
in the Law of Moses)
that he was supposed to
eat. God was telling him
to take the message of
salvation to the Gentile
peoples (non-Jews).
(Acts 10:9-15;34-35)

Barnabus and Paul at Tar-
sus (at Antioch) preached
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to the people -- there yrst
called fiChristians.o (Acts
11:26) The apostle James
was killed; Peter was
arrested but rescued by an
angel, who unchained him.
(Acts 12:6-10)

Paul and Barnabus

preached to many that
both Jews and Gentiles

could accept Jesus. In
Jerusalem, Peter said that
Gentiles were welcome
and that they did not

have to obey Jewish laws
(circumcision was not
required), except that they
should abstain from eating
meat sacriyced to idols,
from eating unbled meat
from strangled animals,
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further that fiSalvation 39
is found in no one

else...0 (Acts 4:11-12) The
disciples/apostles were
arrested and put in jail
often, yet they continued
to preach -- once released
from jail by an angel (Acts
5:19). Administrators (i.e.,
deacons) were picked for
handling many of the du-
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and from sex outside 40
marriage. (Acts 15)

Paul then preached with
Silas, Timothy, and others
in many places, often

in Greece -- at Corinth.
There were many riots and
attacks on Paul by jealous
Jewish leaders wherever

Book 5 - Gospels & Acts







