
Pauline Epistles 
(Letters by Paul)

ROMANS
This letter, the ýrst in 
order, but not the ýrst 
of Paulôs Epistles, is the 
longest and the most 
inþuential of all the Apos-
tleôs writings. Writing to 
Christians at Rome whom 

EPHESIANS
The Ephesian letter is one 
of Paulôs four ñImprison-
ment Lettersò - Philippians, 
Colossians, and Philemon 
being the others. Although 
addressed to the church 
in Ephesus, this letter is 
generally believed to have 
been a circular discussing 
the believersô exalted posi-

law. Galatiansô emphasis 
is similar to the theme 
of Paulôs letter to the 
Romans. The doctrinal 
section, as is typical of the 
Pauline format, is followed 
by an intensely practical 
section in Chapters ýve 
and six.

(ch 10-13). The Apostle 
regards the Corinthians as 
his children in Christ.

GALATIANS
Paulôs letter addressed to 
the churches in Galatia 
is the great letter on 
Christian freedom; in it 
Paul attacks the Christians 
who wished to exalt the 

12), Christian love (ch 13), 
and the meaning of the 
Resurrection (ch 15).

2 CORINTHIANS
Often called ñthe hard 
letterò, this is an intensely 
personal letter. It recounts 
the difýculties and hard-
ships Paul has endured 
in the service of Christ 

Testament times. Writing 
from Ephesus, where he 
spent at least three years, 
Paul addresses the Cor-
inthian church concerning 
the signiýcance of the 
new life in Christ, which 
should be demonstrated 
in the fellowship within the 
Church. He advises them 
regarding spiritual gifts (ch 

spiritual advice and some 
personal remarks.

1 CORINTHIANS
This letter discusses 
doctrinal and ethical prob-
lems that were disturbing 
the Corinthian church, 
and presents a picture 
of the life of a particular 
local congregation in New 

he hoped soon to visit, 
Paul presents to them 
his mature convictions 
concerning the Christian 
faith: the universality of 
sin; the impotence of 
the law as a means of 
salvation; the nature of 
Godôs saving act in Christ, 
and its appropriation by 
faith. The letter closes with 

tion through Christ, 
the Church as 
the body of Christ, her 
relationship to God, and 
practical implications of 
the Gospel.

PHILIPIANS
In this letter, which is 
a message of joy, Paul 
expresses his gratitude 

problems confronted by a 
young minister. This letter 
is probably to be dated 
between the ýrst and the 
second letters to Timothy.

PHILEMON
This shortest of all Paulôs 
letters was addressed to 
Philemon (although two 
other persons are included 

future reward.

TITUS
This is a personal letter 
written by the Apostle 
Paul to a young minister 
whom he had left on 
Crete. Like the Timothy 
correspondence, the letter 
to Titus is practical and 
discusses the everyday 

the material from the 
perspective of the minister 
(eg vicar, pastor), not of 
the Church as a whole. 
The letters to Timothy dis-
cuss such matters as the 
duties and qualiýcations 
of church ofýcers, the 
inspirations of Scripture, 
the treatment of widows, 
and the expectation of a 

the events preceding and 
accompanying the return 
of Christ. The concern of 
Paul for his followers is 
apparent throughout.

1 AND 2 TIMOTHY
Along with the letter to 
Titus, these writings 
are deýned as ñpastoral 
epistlesò, which approach 

est writing of the Apostle 
Paul. There were written 
in A.D. 51-52, soon after 
the founding of the Thes-
salonian church, and give 
Paulôs answer to some 
basic problems disturbing 
the Christians of Thessal-
onica. The major contribu-
tions are eschatological, 
investigating especially 

COLOSSIANS
The Colossian letter is 
well known for its doctrine 
as well as for its brevity. 
In the letter, Paul insists 
upon the Lordship of 
Christ.

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS
These letters constitute 
what is probably the earli-

for the Philippiansô love 
and material assistance. 
The Epistle is uniquely 
signiýcant because of its 
presentation of the humil-
ity of Jesus. Its practicality 
is also observed in Paulôs 
advice to Euodia and 
Syntyche.

in the salutation). Paul 
entreats Philemon, 
the master of Onesimus, 
a runaway slave, to 
receive him back as a 
brother in Christ (ch 16, 
17). This very personal 
letter reveals not only the 
concern of the Apostle for 
a converted slave but also 
a practical demonstration 

the spirit of Peter. His 
speeches recorded in Acts 
indicate a similar attitude 
toward persecution and 
suffering. The letter here 
reþects a time of suffering 
and trial. No doubt the 
widespread persecution 
of the Christians by the 
Roman authorities was the 
occasion of the ñýery trialò 

apostle of Jesus Christò, 
and there is no overriding 
reason to doubt the truth 
of his claim, although 
the beautiful Greek style 
employed has led some 
scholars to believe that the 
actual writing may have 
been done by an associ-
ate (probably a secretary). 
The contents breathe 

books. It is not a treatise 
on Christian theology but 
rather a practical letter 
dealing with Christian 
ethics. James insists that 
works, not words, are the 
mark of a disciple.

1 PETER
The author describes 
himself as ñPeter an 

New Testament bore this 
name but the writer of this 
Epistle is usually identiýed 
with James who was the 
leader of the church in Je-
rusalem. The letter is ad-
dressed to the ñthe twelve 
tribes which are scattered 
abroadò, and is the most 
Jewish in style and form of 
any of the New Testament 

followed by the ñgreat line 
of splendorò of the men 
of faith.

General Epistles

JAMES
The author of this letter 
introduces himself as 
ñJames, a servant of 
God and the Lord Jesus 
Christò. Four men in the 

one who was acquainted 
with Paulôs teaching. The 
Epistle portrays Jesus, 
who performed the perfect 
sacriýce for the sins of 
the world, as the great 
High Priest of the line of 
Melchizedek (Gen. 14). 
The Bibleôs only deýnition 
of faith occurs in this 
Epistle (ch 11) and is 

of brotherhood in Christ, 
ñwhere there is neither 
bond (slave) nor freeò. 
(Gal 3:28)

HEBREWS
Although tradition ascribed 
Hebrews to Paul, it is now 
generally believed to have 
been written by someone 
else, but certainly some-

(4:12). The writer 
admonishes his read-
ers to a life of purity, of 
godly living, and exhorts 
them to steadfastness and 
faithfulness.

2 PETER
This letter was a 
ñreminderò to the readers 
of the truth of the Gospel, 

revelation of Jesus Christò, 
and its author is designat-
ed ñhis servant Johnò who 
was exiled to the Greek 
island of Patmos because 
of his faith. Traditionally, 
John is identiýed with the 
author of the Fourth 
Gospel. Addressed to 
seven historical churches 
in Asia Minor, the Book of 

24). Both the similarity of 
this letter to 2 Peter and 
Judeôs use of non-Biblical 
sources (ch 9,14,15) have 
been the subject of much 
discussion.

PROPHETICAL BOOK

REVELATION
This last book of the Bible 
identiýes itself as ñthe 

as a reminder of Godôs 
judgment. Surrounded as 
his readers were by moral 
corruption and apostaciz-
ing inþuences, the author 
urges them to ñcontend 
for the faithò (ch 3), and 
in a closing benediction 
he commends them to 
the One ñwho is able to 
keep you from fallingò (ch 

3 John is addressed to 
Gaius, a man commended 
for his hospitality.

JUDE
The author of this short 
letter warns his readers 
against the dangers of 
apostasy (losing faith), 
and points to the faithless-
ness of the Israelites 

the author of the Fourth 
Gospel, addresses the 
ýrst one to an unidenti-
ýed group. 1 John 5:13 
indicates that the author 
writes in order that this 
group might know the 
certainty of eternal life. 2 
John is addressed to an 
elect lady, either a church 
or perhaps a woman. 

the necessity of keeping 
themselves ñwithout spot 
and blamelessò (3:14)

THE EPISTLES OF JOHN
Three Johannine Epistles 
- 1, 2 and 3 John - are 
included in the New Testa-
ment collection. These 
Epistles should probably 
be dated A.D. 90-95. John, 

which they had received 
as against the attacks 
of false teachers who 
would pervert it. The 
author urges his hearers 
to remain steadfast even 
amidst persecution and re-
minds them that the Lord 
will keep His promises. He 
speaks of the ñday of the 
Lordò (parousia) and of 

Revelation was writ-
ten to warn against 
spiritual indifference and 
to elicit courage under 
persecution. Because of 
the extensive use of sym-
bolism and picturesque 
imagery, its interpretation 
has posed many problem 
for the student of the 
Bible. While recognizing 

the historical situation 
(Roman persecution) that 
elicited this writing, many 
interpreters look upon it 
as a prophecy depicting 
events that were to take 
place at the end of the 
age. The ultimate victory 
of Christ is the dominant 
theme of this book.
THE END
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The Bible - A Library of 66 Books
1. Cut out your book, including the þaps
2. Using the back of your scissors & a ruler, 

score along each bend & þap
3. Carefully fold up each book
4. Glue the side þaps, but not the front þap.
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