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(ch 10-13). The Apostle
regards the Corinthians as
his children in Christ.

GALATIANS

Paulis letter addressed to
the churches in Galatia

is the great letter on
Christian freedom; in it
Paul attacks the Christians
who wished to exalt the
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law. Galatiansi emphasis
is similar to the theme

of Paulis letter to the
Romans. The doctrinal
section, as is typical of the
Pauline format, is followed
by an intensely practical
section in Chapters yve
and six.

EPHESIANS

The Ephesian letter is one
of Paulis four ilmprison-
ment Letterso - Philippians,
Colossians, and Philemon
being the others. Although
addressed to the church

in Ephesus, this letter is
generally believed to have
been a circular discussing
the believersi exalted posi-
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Pauline Epistles 41
(Letters by Paul)

ROMANS

This letter, the yrstin
order, but not the yrst

of Paulis Epistles, is the
longest and the most
inpuential of all the Apos-
tleis writings. Writing to
Christians at Rome whom
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Revelation was writ- 45
ten to warn against
spiritual indifference and
to elicit courage under
persecution. Because of
the extensive use of sym-
bolism and picturesque
imagery, its interpretation
has posed many problem
for the student of the
Bible. While recognizing
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the material from the
perspective of the minister
(eg vicar, pastor), not of
the Church as a whole.
The letters to Timothy dis-
cuss such matters as the
duties and qualiycations
of church ofycers, the
inspirations of Scripture,
the treatment of widows,
and the expectation of a
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future reward.

TITUS

This is a personal letter
written by the Apostle
Paul to a young minister
whom he had left on
Crete. Like the Timothy
correspondence, the letter
to Titus is practical and
discusses the everyday

problems confronted by a
young minister. This letter
is probably to be dated
between the yrst and the
second letters to Timothy.

PHILEMON

This shortest of all Paulis
letters was addressed to
Philemon (although two
other persons are included
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tion through Christ, 42
the Church as

the body of Christ, her
relationship to God, and
practical implications of
the Gospel.

PHILIPIANS

In this letter, which is

a message of joy, Paul
expresses his gratitude
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books. Itis not a treatise
on Christian theology but
rather a practical letter
dealing with Christian
ethics. James insists that
works, not words, are the
mark of a disciple.

1PETER

The author describes
himself as iPeter an
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apostle of Jesus Christd,
and there is no overriding
reason to doubt the truth
of his claim, although

the beautiful Greek style
employed has led some
scholars to believe that the
actual writing may have
been done by an associ-
ate (probably a secretary).
The contents breathe

the spirit of Peter. His
speeches recorded in Acts
indicate a similar attitude
toward persecution and
suffering. The letter here
repects a time of suffering
and trial. No doubt the
widespread persecution
of the Christians by the
Roman authorities was the
occasion of the iyery triald
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in the salutation). Paul 43
entreats Philemon,

the master of Onesimus,
arunaway slave, to
receive him back as a
brother in Christ (ch 16,
17). This very personal
letter reveals not only the
concern of the Apostle for
a converted slave but also
a practical demonstration

38

sall|eels| 8y Jo sseu
-ssa|uirey ay) 0} siulod pue
“(yney Buso)) Aseisode

Jo s1abuep ay) isurebe
Slapeal SIy surem Iapa|
uoys siy} Jo JoLpne ay L
3anc

“Aupendsoy siy Joy
PapuUBLILIOD UBW B ‘SNeD
0] passalppe si uyor €

as a reminder of Godis
judgment. Surrounded as
his readers were by moral
corruption and apostaciz-
ing inpuences, the author
urges them to ficontend
for the faitho (ch 3), and
in a closing benediction
he commends them to
the One fiwho is able to
keep you from fallingd (ch
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24). Both the similarity of
this letter to 2 Peter and
Judeis use of non-Biblical
sources (ch 9,14,15) have
been the subject of much
discussion.

PROPHETICAL BOOK

REVELATION
This last book of the Bible
identiyes itself as fithe

revelation of Jesus Christo,
and its author is designat-
ed fihis servant Johno who
was exiled to the Greek
island of Patmos because
of his faith. Traditionally,
John is identiyed with the
author of the Fourth
Gospel. Addressed to
seven historical churches
in Asia Minor, the Book of
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(4:12). The writer 44
admonishes his read-

ers to a life of purity, of
godly living, and exhorts
them to steadfastness and
faithfulness.

2 PETER

This letter was a
fireminderd to the readers
of the truth of the Gospel,
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Book 6 - Letters & Revelation




The Bible - A Library of 66 Books -

1. Cut out your book, including the paps

2. Using the back of your scissors & a ruler,
score along each bend & pap

3. Carefully fold up each book

4. Glue the side paps, but not the front pap.




